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Foreword
Foreword
This issue of Studies in Agricultural Economics is the sec-
ond (after volume 116 number 1) to be produced by AKI in 
cooperation with the European Rural Development Network 
(ERDN, www.erdn.eu). ERDN was set up in 2002 to inte-
grate the work and competencies of various research insti-
tutions in central and eastern Europe, and AKI has been an 
active participant in the network almost from its inception.
Much has been written in the scientifi c literature about 
the challenges faced by the countries that have joined the 
European Union (EU) from 2004 onwards (especially the 
post-socialist countries) when trying to adopt and comply 
with regulations and procedures that were primarily designed 
for western Europe. This cannot be more relevant than for 
farming, the agri-food value chain and rural development. 
Privatisation and restitution of property, technological 
change, the globalisation of agricultural and food markets, 
and institutional weaknesses with regard to implementing 
programmes and absorbing funds are just some of the issues 
affecting agriculture and rural areas in the region.
ERDN brings together agricultural economists, rural 
geographers, rural sociologists and others to address such 
challenges through collaborative research designed to iden-
tify new approaches to agricultural and rural development 
that can be applied in the eastern EU. The papers published 
in this issue of Studies in Agricultural Economics are contri-
butions to this collective effort.
Research by Vőneki, Mándi-Nagy and Stark shows that, 
in contrast to some other projections, the Hungarian dairy 
herd and milk production may increase slightly in the years 
following the abolition of the EU milk quota system. This 
refl ects the concentration, modernisation and selection pro-
cesses that have taken place in the sector in recent years, and 
increasing global demand.
The decline in agricultural employment is a widely recog-
nised trend in Europe. Čapkovičová and Hlavsa map (LAU1) 
regional employment by sector in Czechia (Czech Republic). 
In ‘predominantly rural’ regions the rate of change in service 
employment is more favourable than in ‘intermediate’ and 
‘predominantly urban’ regions and the sector now accounts 
for over 50 per cent of jobs there.
Building an entrepreneurial environment can help rural 
areas to benefi t from these changes. The results of Bótáné 
Horváth, Katonáné Kovács and Szőke show that, to achieve 
this, more emphasis should be placed on ‘pull’ type of learn-
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ing designed to draw out people and resources, and that 
government, science/university, business/industry and civil 
society actors should all play a role in this process.
The path dependency of Romanian small-scale agri-
culture, its effi ciency and contribution to socio-economic 
security are demonstrated by Tudor. For these reasons, the 
disappearance of Romanian small farms is neither likely 
nor desirable. Instead, they should be helped to become 
more resilient through investment in equipment and human 
capital, with emphasis on their cultural, landscape, touristic 
attributes and capability to provide traditional food.
The point about the effi ciency of small farms is rein-
forced by Galluzzo, using the example of Italy where more 
than 90 per cent of farms have less than 9 ha usable agri-
cultural area. In the period 2000-2011 small and coopera-
tive farms had higher levels of scale effi ciency than limited 
company farms and small farms had the highest levels of 
technical effi ciency.
Effi ciency can be improved via investment but Wieliczko 
shows that in Poland, although investment in farm machin-
ery, equipment and means of transport is increasing, it is still 
insuffi cient given the average level of usage of fi xed assets. 
Only about 12 per cent of farms make use of public support 
in their investment projects, most of which are fi nanced from 
own resources.
Farm innovation in general is strongly infl uenced by the 
quality of the relationship between farmers and farm advi-
sors. Takahashi, Todo and Degefa found that a participatory 
research and extension approach can greatly enhance the 
adoption of new varieties by farmers, and that both the trust 
network with extension agents and the reputations of farmers 
play important roles in farmers’ adoption behaviour.
Finally, Athiyaman reports that consumers perceive bio-
mass residential heaters as natural and visually appealing but 
dirty and diffi cult to use. An analysis of the industry’s mar-
keting communications suggests that although it is focus-
ing on brand attributes such as ‘green’ and ‘clean’, it is not 
addressing this latter ‘ease of use’ issue.
I hope that the contents of this issue of Studies in Agricul-
tural Economics are of interest to researchers and practition-
ers in the eastern EU and beyond.
Andrew Fieldsend
Budapest, March 2015
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Researchers, academics, policy makers and practitioners 
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has not been published in English in any other peer-reviewed 
journal, is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, 
and that its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly 
or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work 
was carried out. The author will retain the copyright of the 
article but agrees to identify AKI as the original publisher. 
Papers will not normally exceed 6000 words including the 
reference list and fi gure and table captions. Authors intend-
ing to prepare a book review should fi rst consult the Editor-
in-Chief and such a review should not exceed 2000 words.
Shorter papers and comments, of up to 1500 words, will 
also be considered for publication. Such notes might deal 
with the economic aspects of policy, with the results of small 
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Manuscripts should be submitted in .doc or compatible 
format. They should be prepared using A4 format, TNR 12 pt 
text and 1.5 line spacing and be in single-column format with 
wide margins. Do not hyphenate words and use bold face 
and italics only sparingly, but use subscripts and superscripts 
where appropriate. Avoid the use of single-sentence para-
graphs. Tables should be placed at the end of the manuscript 
and fi gures should be submitted as separate fi les, numbered 
accordingly. Page and line numbering must be used but no 
reference should be made to page numbers in the text. You 
should use the ‘spell-check’ and ‘grammar-check’ functions 
of your wordprocessor, which should be set to English Eng-
lish, to avoid unnecessary errors.
Manuscripts will be double-blind reviewed by at least 
two reviewers and may be returned to the author(s) for revi-
sion before acceptance for publication. The Editor-in-Chief 
will normally consider only one re-submission.
Article structure
Divide your article into clearly defi ned sections but do 
not use section or subsection numbers. Each heading should 
appear on its own separate line. For research papers you are 
urged to consider using the following structure:
• Introduction. State the objectives of the work and 
provide an adequate background with reference to the 
international literature, but avoiding a detailed litera-
ture survey or a summary of the results.
• Methodology. Provide suffi cient detail to allow the 
work to be reproduced. Methods already published 
should be indicated by a reference: only relevant 
modifi cations should be described.
• Results. Results should be clear and concise.
• Discussion. This should explore the signifi cance of 
the results of the work, not repeat them. A combined 
Results and Discussion section should normally be 
avoided. You should show how your results add to 
existing knowledge but avoid extensive citations and 
discussion of published literature.
Where it is not appropriate to use the above framework, 
you should fi nish the paper with conclusions.
Essential title page information
• Title. Concise and informative. Avoid abbreviations 
and formulae where possible.
• Running title. Please provide an abbreviated title of 
no more than 60 characters (including spaces) that 
can be used as a running title on the page header.
• Author names and affi liations. Present the authors’ 
affi liation addresses (where the actual work was 
done) below their names.
• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate the cor-
responding author who will handle correspondence 
at all stages of refereeing and publication, also post-
publication. Please provide a telephone and fax num-
ber in addition to the e-mail address and the complete 
postal address.
• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved 
since the work described in the article was done, 
or was visiting at the time, a ‘Present address’ (or 
‘Permanent address’) may be indicated. The address 
at which the author actually did the work must be 
retained as the main, affi liation address.
Additional information
• Abstract. A single paragraph of 100-250 words 
should state the purpose of the research, the principal 
results and major conclusions.
• Keywords. Please provide a maximum of six key-
words.
• Abbreviations. If necessary, defi ne abbreviations 
that are not standard in this fi eld on the fi rst page of 
the article.
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• Acknowledgements. If applicable, collate acknowl-
edgements in a separate section at the end of the arti-
cle before the references. List here those individuals 
and/or organisations that provided help, including 
fi nancial support, during the research.
• Nomenclature and units. Follow internationally 
accepted rules and conventions: use the international 
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• Math formulae. Present simple formulae in the line 
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zontal line. Powers of e are often more conveniently 
denoted by exp. Give the meaning of all symbols 
immediately after the equation in which they are fi rst 
used. Levels of statistical signifi cance which can be 
mentioned without further explanation are: *P <0.05, 
**P <0.01 and ***P <0.001.
• Footnotes. Footnotes should be used sparingly. Num-
ber them consecutively throughout the article, using 
superscript Arabic numbers. Indicate each footnote in 
a table with a superscript lowercase letter.
Tables and fi gures
• Tables. Number tables consecutively in accordance 
with their appearance in the text. Each table should 
be accompanied by a title and fully descriptive cap-
tion. Column headings should be brief but suffi ciently 
explanatory and standard abbreviations of units of 
measurement should be included between parenthe-
ses. Do not use vertical rules to separate columns. 
Large tables should be avoided. If many data are to 
be presented, you should consider dividing them over 
two or more tables. Reversing columns and rows will 
often reduce the dimensions of a table.
• Figures. Graphs, drawings or photographs should 
be supplied in digital format in monochrome and be 
of suffi cient contrast. Figures prepared with Excel® 
software (or compatible format) are preferred. Cap-
tions should be included in the main manuscript, not 
attached to the fi gure, and should explain all symbols 
and abbreviations used. The text should include ref-
erences to all fi gures. The use of fi gures from other 
publications is discouraged but, if used, permission 
of the author(s) or the copyright owner is necessary.
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